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withthe BCIT Foundation.

Right: Shawn Parhar, Vice President of the BC Branch,
CIPHI presenting achequefor the JohnA. Stringer and
Bill LeithAwardsto LindaAshton.

For the full coverage on
these two awards, go to
page 8.

Left: JasminaEgeler, President of the BC Branch, CIPHI
presenting achequefor the Dr. John Blatherwick Award to
LindaAshton, Manager of Devel opment and Legacy Giving
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Spring is in full swing,
athough it may not seem
like it with this crazy
weather we've been
experiencing. From the
cover page you probably
aready know that the BC
Branch help kick start this
season by donating to the
BCIT foundation and topping up afew awards. Our
Branch’sgenerosity will be very much appreciated
by the students attending the Environmental Health
program at BCIT (see full write-up on page 8).
Speaking of spring, this is the time when people
start to talk about mosguitoes and West Nile virus
again. Although for most of us last year seemed
pretty quiet on the WNv front. However, the
hardcore WNv enthusiasts like Randy Heilbron,
have been keeping tabs on this disease that keeps
showing up near our doorstep but never quite gets

inthrough thedoor. Find out the current news about WNv
in British Columbiaon page 12.

The BC Page is happy to announce that we have a new
addition to the editorial team. Isher Deol has come on
board to contribute as an Associate
Editor. Isher is currently an EHO
with Vancouver Coastal Health and
she works at their North Shore
office. With her enthusiasm and
eagernessto help out, | am surethis
newsletter will only get better and
better. Just areminder to all of our
readers, we are always open to your
commentsand contributions. Solet
usknow how we' redoing and if you
have news or updatesthat you want
to share send us your submissions.

Above: | sher Deol

Alex Kwan - Editor

Update from the BC Board of Registration

After aperiod of hibernation the BC Branch Board
of Registration is once again active and in need of
volunteersto moveto the next phase of involvement
inensuring professiona practice. Whileawaiting the
new BC Public Health Act, the Public Health Core
Competencies project, and the eventual expectation
of a national standard of continuing competencies
as is being discussed between the Public Health
Agency of Canada and CIPHI, the BOR did not
continueto pressfurther for recognition asaCollege
of practicing professionals. Instead, we worked to
havetheissuesof professional recognitionincluded
in the new BC Public Health Act, to be introduced
inthislegidative session. During thisperiod, PHAC
entered into discussions with CIPHI on a national
basis to address the issue of standardization of
professional competencies. Theideas promoted by
the Core Competencies initiative parallels that of
the BOR, and we have contributed someinformation
about our experiences with the application of
credentialing and maintai ning of knowledgethrough
variousformsof continuing education to that group.

We foresee the need to engage in the following steps:

- Sharing experiences of our program on a national
basis,

- Creating linkages between the Board of
Registration and the Core Competencies group, and

- Determining the processes and timeline to merge
the BOR process and the Core Competencies

Currently the BOR meetsannually for it SAGM, either by
teleconference or face-to-face; hosts occasional
teleconferences to discuss items of importance, and
assesses membership by amonthly email memo requiring
afew minutestime, and aprompt reply. Further information
about the BOR can be found on the BC Branch website
(www.ciphi.bc.ca) under the membership tab.

If you are interested in helping our profession grow
towards these new initiatives, please contact David
Butt(dfbutt@telus.net), Chair of BOR, Jasmina Egeler
(Jasmina.egeler @vch.ca), President BC Branch, or any
of the members of the BOR.

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I.
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With the dormant season of winter behind us, it’stimeto wake up and spring back into action. In the spring,
daysbeginto lengthen, the sunriseshigher inthe sky, and thetemperaturesbegintorise. For many, itisthe
beginning of happier timesand for most government organizations, the beginning of anew fiscal year.

The BC Branch education committeeishard at work preparing for the Educational Conferenceto beheld at
the beautiful River Rock Casinoin Richmond, BC on September 23 and 24™. The conferencewill proveto
bean excellent opportunity for colleaguesto reacquaint themsel ves and keep informed with current topicsin
public hedth...And maybe give somethe opportunity totry their luck at agame of Black Jack or dotsl So
don't hesitate and register for thisconference soon.

K eeping with theme of conferences, the 74" Annual CIPHI Nationa Educationa Conferencewill beheldin
Newfoundland from July 20" to July 23", Animpressive agendaof speakersand presentationshasalready
been confirmed so make sure to mark these dates on your calendar. Also, for those who need financial
ass stanceto attend this conference (and any conference), once againthe BC Branch offersbursariesto assist
memberswiththeir travelsand registration.

The BC Branch Socid Committee hasbeen preparing and organizing socia eventsfor thisupcoming summer
sowewill keepyouinformed astotheactivities, datesand wheregbouts. 1tisyour involvement and participation
that makesthese eventsahuge success!

Findly, | would liketo remind those of youwho have not yet renewed their membership to please do so soon.
We are alwayswel coming new membershipswhether you areastudent, current EHO, retired EHO, or just
someoneinterested inthefield and getting involved. We value your membership and awayslook forward to
receiving your feedback and new idess.

Respectfully,

Shawn Parhar
BC Branch Vice-President

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I. 3
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April 9, 2008 719737
Dear Public Health Stakeholders:

This letter is to inform you that British Columbia’s new Public Health Act has been tabled and we would like to
recognize the input provided by stakeholders that has added substantial value to development of the Act. For
more information we invite you to go to the website at http://www.health.gov.bc.ca/phact/.

The current British Columbia Health Act is outdated and has been amended several times such that it is a
patchwork of outdated clauses and does not cover important aspects of modern public health.

The new, comprehensive and flexible Public Health Act replaces the outdated legislation, supports improved
health and wellness of British Columbians and assists to address current public health issues including new
challenges in infectious disease control like SARS or pandemic influenza, environmental toxin exposures,
prevention of chronic disease, injuries, and poisonings and bioterrorism threats.

Over the past decade, the provincial government has undertaken the task of creating public health legislation that
is updated, comprehensive, and responsive to emerging needs. The development of the Public Health Act
completes the modernization of six key public health statutes in British Columbia: the Drinking Water Protection
Act (2001), the Food Safety Act (2002), the Tobacco Control Act (amended in 2007), the Tobacco Damages and
Health Care Cost Recovery Act (2000) and the Community Care and Assisted Living Act (2004). Please refer to
Appendix A for background information for each of these public health statutes.

Thank you to all who provided feedback and suggestions for the development of this important new piece of
legislation. Your contributions were important to improving the final product and are truly appreciated.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about the Public Health Act, please let either of us know or
contact Dr. Brian Emerson at brian.emerson@gov.bc.ca or (250) 952-1701.

Yours sincerely,

A S

P.R.W. Kendall Andrew Hazlewood

MBBS, MSc, FRCPC Assistant Deputy Minister

Provincial Health Officer Population Health and Wellness Division

Ministry of Health Office of the Assistant Deputy Minister 4-2, 1515 Blanshard Street
Office of the Provincial Health Officer Victoria BC V8W 3C8

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I. 4
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Appendix A

Background Information on Recently Updated
Provincial Public Health Related Statutes

Food Safety Act (2002)

The Food Safety Act, passed in 2002, modernized and consolidated the provincial legislation governing food

safety. The intent of the Food Safety Act is to:

I  Ensure a high standard of food safety, and to harmonize food safety standards and inspection mechanisms
with other jurisdictions;

f Clarify the legislative mandate of the Ministry of Health respecting food safety (the previous legislation
lacked clarity respecting Ministerial responsibility for food safety); and

{1 Enable the replacement of outdated, prescriptive regulations with outcome-based standards.

The Food Safety Act sets out broad food safety principles and enables the creation of sector-specific regulations
to replace the variety of older statutes that currently govern food safety. The key features of the Food Safety Act
include:

{1 An outcome-based regulatory system which establishes industry’s responsibility to produce safe food, and
government’s responsibility to set food safety standards and to audit industry’s compliance;

I Greater flexibility for ministers to order a recall of unsafe food, and for inspectors to stop or prohibit
operations, to seize food or otherwise have it dealt with in a safe manner, and to inspect and monitor for food
safety;

I Higher fines (to a maximum $200,000, in comparison to a maximum $2,000 under the former Meat
Inspection Act) for offence convictions; and

{1 Flexibility for the BC Government to harmonize food safety standards and integrate inspection systems with
other jurisdictions.

Under the Food Safety Act, licensing and specific regulatory requirements for individual food industry sectors
are triggered when sector-specific regulations are enacted.

Drinking Water Protection Act (2001)

In a 1998 report on drinking water resources protection in BC, the Auditor General noted that BC had higher
average rates of enteric (waterborne or food-borne) diseases than elsewhere in Canada. The report also
highlighted the fact that a number of BC communities had well publicized water-related disease outbreaks
including Giardia in Penticton in 1986, and Cryptosporidium outbreaks in Kelowna and Cranbrook in 1996'.

Following the 1998 Auditor General’s report, and the hemorrhagic E.coli outbreak in 2000 in Walkerton,
Ontario, the BC Government asked the Office of the Provincial Health Officer (PHO) to write a report
examining the full spectrum of drinking water issues from source to tap. The 2001 PHO Report outlined the
steps necessary “to reduce waterborne disease at each component of the water system, from source protection, to
water treatment, to maintenance of the pipe infrastructure and distribution system, to the consumer’s tap.””

Following these reports, the Drinking Water Protection Act (DWPA) was passed in 2001. This Act provides
authority over drinking water from source to tap, clear accountability for drinking water officers; and an
improved regulatory framework by building on the strengths of existing public health programs.

Auditor General of British Columbia. Protecting drinking-water sources. Victoria, BC: Auditor General of British
Columbia, 1998.

Office of the Provincial Health Officer. Drinking water quality in British Columbia: The public health perspective.
Provincial Health Officer's annual report 2000. Victoria, BC: Office of the Provincial Health Officer, October 2001.

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I. 5
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The Drinking Water Protection Act sets out certain requirements for drinking water operators to ensure the

provision of safe drinking water to their customers. In summary, the Act:

I Requires the approval of water system construction proposals by Public Health Engineers;

I Requires that water system operators manage their systems in compliance with the Act through operating
permits which may contain specific conditions that are set and approved by the Health Authority Drinking
Water Officer;

f  Requires minimum water treatment standards, monitoring/testing and specifies water quality standards;

f Requires water suppliers to have microbiological samples analyzed by a Provincial Health Officer approved
laboratory;

f Requires public notification of water quality problems; and

f Requires that operators of water systems which serve more than 500 individuals become certified as
operators through the Environmental Operators Certification Program.

Tobacco Control Act (2007- updated Tobacco Sales Act 1996)

The BC Ministry of Health has remained committed to reducing tobacco use and its consequent impact on the
health care system and society. Since 2004, the ministry’s efforts to reduce tobacco use have been guided by its
tobacco control strategy, Targeting Our Efforts.”

Preventing BC children and youth from starting to use tobacco is one of the key goals of the tobacco control

strategy. In support of this goal, the Government of BC announced, in March 2007, changes to tobacco control

legislation to ban smoking in all indoor public and work places, including a ban on tobacco use in schools and on

school grounds. Specifically the amendments to the Tobacco Control Act bans:

f Smoking in all indoor public and work spaces, to take effect in 2008;

f Tobacco use in schools and on school grounds as of September 2007;

f Smoking near most public and workplace doors, windows and air intakes to protect indoor air quality; and

f  Tobacco sales in public hospital and health facilities; public universities and colleges; public athletic and
recreational facilities; and provincial buildings.

The amendments will also allow for regulations to ban:

I The display of tobacco products in all places where tobacco is sold that are accessible to youth under 19,
including products like lighters and caps with tobacco brands on them;

f  Advertisements that hang from the ceiling, countertop displays, self-serve displays; and

f Outdoor tobacco signs.

Tobacco Damages Act and Health Care Cost Recovery Act (2000)

One of the overarching principles of the Ministry’s Tobacco Control Strategy, Targeting Our Efforts, is to hold
the tobacco industry accountable for the impacts its products have had and continue to have on the health of
British Columbians and on health care costs in the province.

In 1998, British Columbia became the first jurisdiction in Canada and the Commonwealth to launch a lawsuit for
the recovery of those tobacco-related health care costs that were incurred by the government of BC as a result of
the past, wrongful conduct of the tobacco industry, including the deceptive promotion of their product.

In 2000, the Provincial Legislature passed the Tobacco Damages and Health Care Costs Recovery Act. The Act
states that the Government has a direct and distinct action against a manufacturer to recover the cost of health
care benefits caused, or contributed to, by a tobacco related wrong. The Act defined a “tobacco related wrong” as
a tort committed in British Columbia by a manufacturer which causes or contributes to tobacco related disease.7

3 British Columbia Ministry of Health Services. Targeting our efforts: BC's tobacco control strategy. Victoria, BC: British

Columbia Ministry of Health Services, 2004. Available online at http://www.tobaccofacts.org/pdf/be_strategy.pdf
(Accessed 2007 Nov 15).

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I. 6
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In September 2005, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the procedures set out in the Act are fair and
unanimously upheld the Province’s right to sue the tobacco industry and concluded the Tobacco Damages and
Health Care Costs Recovery Act is constitutional. The province’s lawsuit asserted that the tobacco
manufacturers:

Marketed “light” cigarettes as safer when they knew they were not;
Targeted children in their advertising and marketing;

Conspired to suppress research on the risks of smoking;

Conspired to invalidate the public warnings on the risks of smoking; and
Are responsible for health care costs associated with smoking.*

= = —a _—_a _a

In September 2006, the BC Court of Appeal concluded that the BC courts have jurisdiction over the foreign
defendants and rejected the appeal; in April, 2007, the Supreme Court of Canada rejected the foreign defendants'
application for leave to appeal.

Community Care and Assisted Living Act (2004)

The Community Care and Assisted Living Act (CCALA) was proclaimed in May 2004 and replaced the
Community Care Facility Act. The CCALA focuses on protecting the health and safety of vulnerable and
dependent persons cared for in licensed settings, including child day care, child/youth residential care and adult
residential care.

The majority of residential facilities are long term care facilities for seniors and persons with disabilities, group
homes for persons with developmental disabilities, and group homes for persons with mental health and
addictions disorders. The CCALA strengthens protections for these groups by updating licensing requirements
for community care facilities.

With the CCALA, British Columbia became the first province in Canada to regulate assisted living residences.
Assisted living residences provide housing and a range of support services to adults who can live independently,
but require regular help with daily activities, such as meal preparation, grooming, money management or
housekeeping. The CCALA provides for the development of health and safety regulations for assisted living
residences. The CCALA introduced mandatory registration of all residences, whether privately or publicly
funded, created the Provincial Office of the Assisted Living Registrar (OALR), and established health and safety
standards for registered operators.

The Registrar has worked with service providers, health authorities, community groups and government
representatives to: establish a registration process; develop health and safety standards and policies; and develop
a complaint resolution process.

The Registrar conducts a risk-based assessment of applications for registration and where health and safety risks
warrant, conducts inspections of the residences and has authority to:

{1 Inspect residences if a resident’s health or safety is at risk or an unregistered residence is being operated,;

{1 Suspend or cancel a registration if a relevant Act or regulation is contravened;

I Impose fines on unregistered residences; and

I Delegate any of the above-noted powers.

The CCALA also makes provision for private hospitals and public extended care facilities, which are currently
regulated under the Hospital Act, to become regulated

* Tobacco Control [Internet]. Victoria, BC: British Columbia Ministry of Health. Legal action [revised 2007 Jul 31; cited

2007 Nov 15]. Available from http://www.healthservices.gov.bc.ca/tobacco/litigation/

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I. 7
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BC Branch CIPHI TopsUp BCIT Awards

John A. Stringer & Bill Leith Awards

Recently the datesfor presentation of the John A. Stringer Award & Bill Leith Award were moved forward
fromthe origina Junedateto the Award Ceremony in February to coincidewith the February
Convocation. To ensure both these awardswould beavailablefor presentation to the Environmental
Hedth recipientsat the earlier date, the Executive of the BC Branch authorized adonation to top up both of
these endowmentsand thusensurethelir continuity in 2008. JasminaEgeler, President of the BC Branch,
stated, “It isimportant that the Environmental Health students at BCIT know we in the BC
Branch CIPHI are fully supportive of them and when this opportunity arose to help with these
awards, we were very pleased to be able to contribute.”

Dr. Francis John Blatherwick Award

Dr. John Blatherwick isone of Canada’ smost distinguished and innovative public health leaders. Hispublic
health career beganin Vancouver in 1971, and he served asMedica Health Officer in Vancouver from 1984
until hisretirementin 2007. Hismany notableaccomplishmentsincluded the establishment of municipa
smoking by-lawsto reduce exposure to second-hand smoke, | eading theimprovementsto drinking water
treatment in Metro Vancouver, public education campaignsfor safer sex during the beginning of the HIV/
AIDS epidemic, advocating for harm reductioninitiativesfor injection drug usersincluding needleexchange
programsand Vancouver’ssupervised injection site, and introduction of new immunization programsfor
adultsand children.

Inacknowledgement of hismany contributionsto public health, Dr. Blatherwick wastherecipient of the
Order of Canadain 1994; the Queen’s Golden JubileeMedal in 2002; the BC Medica Association Silver
Medal in 2005 and the Order of British Columbiain 2007. The Pan American Heath Organi zation named
him aCanadian Health Heroin 2002. Inadditionto his public health accomplishments, Dr. Blatherwick
served for 39 yearsin the Canadian Forces Reserve, represented Canadaat NATO asthe head of the
Canadian ForcesReserve Medica Group for six years, and received the Gold Meda fromthe CIOMR,
NATO'sInterallied Federation of Medical Reserve Officers.

Dr. Blatherwick hasaparticular interest in environmental health and protecting the health of the public by
ensuring clean air, clean water and food safety. Among hismorethan 20 booksweretwo that celebrated
thework of Environmental Health Officers. Ashiscareer legacy, herequested the establishment of afund
to recognizethe achievementsof students pursuing studiesin Environmental Health, to encourageand
inspire studentsinterested in thisimportant public health career.

Asaresult, the Dr. John Blatherwick Endowment in Environmental Health wasestablished at BCIT in 2007
to providefinancia support and recognition to studentsentering the BCI T Environmenta Health program.
Recipientswill haveaninterestin pursaing acareer in environmenta health or public heathingpection and will
have demonstrated community involvement and leadership qualities. To show their support, the BC Branch
recently presented adonation to the BCIT Foundationto top up the Dr. John Blatherwick Endowment.

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I. 8
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Ms, Jasmina Egeler

President

Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors, BC Branch
oo Vancouver Coastal Health

800 - 601 West Broadway

Vancouver BC V5Z 4C2

..;J.-._"_:'JH-\'. L,

Dear Ms. Egeler,

On behalf of the British Columbla Institute of Technology, thank you for your gift of $730
to top up funding for the CIPHI, fohn A. Stringer Memorial Award and Bilf Leith Award at
BOIT.

Your ongoing commitment to nurture academic excellence creates opportunities for BCIT
Environmental Health students to succeed and represents crucial suppart. As they
continue their full-time program of study, upgrading their skills and completing the
necessary credentials for career advancement, this financial acknowledgement of their
weork is truly inspiring.

When students henefit from donor-funded awards, it is a vote of confidence in their ability
to achieve. Your support helps our students commit to excellence at BCIT.

4

Yours truly,

7" 4
{ o F
AT
Susan Walters
Awards Coordinator

ce.  Laurie Clarke, Vice President, Development and
Executive Director, BCIT Foundation and Alumni Association

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I. 9
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Introducing ...
Members of the BC Branch Executive

Nigel Headley (Councilor)

Nigel graduated from BCIT with a Bachelor of
Technology degreein Environmenta Hedlthin 1999.
He began his career in the Vancouver office then
moved to Richmond Health Department where he
continues to work. As an Environmental Health
Officer, Nigel has demonstrated eagerness to
promoteand maintain ahigh standard of public hedth
and environmental safety. He continues to
demonstrate leadership skills by taking on new
chdlengeswiththe CIPHI BC Branch asanexecutive
member. Hecurrently holdsacouncilor positionand
isava ued member of the Education and Membership Committees. In hissparetimehe
enjoys playing music and spending timein the recording studio. Occasionally, on the
weekends, you may find him hiking, fishing or playing cricket in Stanley Park.

Shawna Bicknell (Councilor)

Shawna was born and raised in Oliver BC. In 2003 she
completed her diplomain Integrated Environmental Planning
Technology at Selkirk College. Followingthis, sheenrolled
inthe Environmenta Hedlth program at BCI T and completed
her B.Techin 2005. Shebegan her EHO career in Kamloops
then decided to gorural and moved to thegeographica center
of BC, Vanderhoof! Shawna enjoys photography, music,
reading and being outdoors. Thissummer she plansto get
married and moveto Smitherswith her new husband and their
dog, Goose.

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I. 10
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VICTORY AGAINST TOBACCO
But isit enough?

The Supreme Court of Canada has upheld Canada’s
Tobacco Act.

L

That means you won’t see tobacco companies REALTY LTD
sponsoring sports events, appealing to children
through advertising, or using lifestyle advertising that 241 E. Broadway

promotes smoking as a good choice. And you will Vancouver BC. V5T 1X8
continue to see large warnings on cigar ette packages.

The advertising battle ggés bacRgto 1995 when the lim Woolsey
federal government barged alfnost all tobacco hpent 915

advertising. The Supreme C@ anada struck
down that legislation, leading tC"empartial advertising

ban in 1997 — the current Tobacco Act. Celi [604)250-1875

Fax: (604) B79-4184
E-rail; pwoolsevfpsmartl.com

Three major tobacco manufacturers took the federal
government to court, arguing that their constitutional o i e A BT

rights to freedom of expression were being * Auiopla )
restricted. Tobacco companies then stopped all rﬂ
advertising as a litigation strategy aimed at proving I :

the Tobacco Act equaled a total ban. The issue went
to the Quebec Superior Court, the Quebec Court of
Appeal, and finally to the Supreme Court of Canada.

After 10 years of fighting for the legislation as an
official intervener in the case, the Canadian Cancer ( \

Society applauds the decision as a victory for the Mark your Ca|endaI’S!

health of Canadians. _
BC Branch Education Conference
However, the Cancer Society is concerned about a Sept 23 & 24. 2008

threat to public health astobacco companieswill likely . ]
resume advertising in bars, campus magazines, and | RIver Rock Casino and Resort
newspapers. The Tobacco Act does allow for adsbased | Richmond BC

on information and brand preference. .
www.riverrock.com/hotel

Approximately 30% of cancer deathsand 85% of lung
cancer deaths are caused by tobacco. Tobacco use is Please visit our website

the leading preventable cause of disease and death in Lo ]
Canada. www.ciphi.bc.ca for further details

including registration, sponsorship

The Society isnow urging gover nment for a bill totally hibi f
banning tobacco advertising in Canada. Your support \and exhibitor forms. /
is making a difference!

Reprinted with permission from the Canadian Cancer Society
newsletter “Donor Connection”.

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I. 11
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WNV in British Columbia To Be or Not To Be?

A Biting Question

By Randy Heilbron
Recently, I've cometo fed likethe disinterested
parent watching my kids and their friends play
“Marco Polo” in the local pool. 1I'm talking
metaphorically of courseabout West Nilevirusand
itsenigmétic profilein Canada, andto alesser extent
the United States over the last four years.
FollowingitsidentificationinNew York in 1999, it
exploded out of obscurity in 2003 like a Todd
Bertuzzi sucker punch causing ailmost 10,000
illnessesin the United States, and over 1,400 herein Canada. Back then, it wasFort Collins Colorado getting
all theattention. Four yearslater, North Americaturned itshead towards Saskatchewan in Canada, the 2007
epi-center for the disease documenting morethan 1,400ilInesses. 1n between, it has poked itshead out of the
water in California, Arizona, |daho, Montana, afew of the mid-western states, and our Prairie Provinces.
Sometimesthiswasto scream asit didin Idahoin 2006 (996 cases), sometimesjust to whisper likeitdidin
Alberta between 2003 and 2006 (51 cases combined).

The one congtant, BC, hasremained rel atively untouched with West Nilevirus, despite the disease knocking
ondlitsdoors. | say relatively becausein 2005, through alivebird testing project, three birdsdemonstrated
positive antibodiesto WNv inthe Osoyoosarea. Thesewerelater determined to bepastinfections. Why not
BC? Wdll, if you aretired of reading, the s mpleanswer isnobody really knows. Thesmart money ill rests
withthosewho believethe diseaseisn’ t finished moving and will eventually show up here. We renot safejust
yet,

In Ontario, the primary mosquito vector for the diseaseis Culex pipiens, better known asthe urban house
mosquito. On the Prairies, and for many of the WNv hotspotsin the United States, Culex tarsalisisthe
dominant mosquito vector. Itisamorerural-liking mosquito, favouring smaller bodies of stagnant nutrient-
enriched surfacewaters. Farmsor areaswith intensive agriculture and livestock practices can bewonderful
tarsalisbreeding grounds. Interestingly, Ontario lackstarsalismosquitoes, and the Prairieslack pipiens.

Continued on the next page...
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...Continued from the previous page

BC hasboth, along with aspattering of other mosguito
2 species capable of vectoring the disease. The
20 southern coast and Lower Mainland portion of BC
15 possess ahealthy Culex pipiens population and as
trapping techniquesimproved, so havethe average
per trap catch counts. For example, the average
pipiensper trap catchin 2005was 5.1, whilein 2007
itroseto 14.1. These averages are comparableto
average trap catchesin Ontario during their worst
WNV seasonin2003. AlthoughtheseareProvincia
statistics, themost dramatic increaseswerenotedin
thelower Mainland. Thehealthy pipienspopulation
Above: Chart of the Culex pipiens populationin  intheLower Mainland reflectsthe urban and suburban
BC from 2005-07 natureof thisregion, and theabundance of urban catch
basins, their preferred breeding grounds.

Culex pipiens
o NHA
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OVCHA
mFHA
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Average #

mosquitoe

sltrap
night
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2005
2006

VIHA
VCHA

Year
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Itisadifferent picturefor Culex tarsalis. Arural
mosquito by choice, it is most common in the
SouthernInterior of BCwhereit hasdemonstrated | [anna

ahealthy population theresincetheinception of | |=ViHA
Provincia WNv mosguito monitoring. Of note, the ':\FIEZA
Fraser Valley al'so possessesatarsaispopulation, | |mma

although not like the Prairies or the Interior.
Agricultureand hobby farmsin thesecommunities

likely influencetarsdispopulations. 2005

2006

Culex tarsalis

o
Average #
mosquitoe

sltrap
night

SN IS

Perhaps the most influential set of factors NHA
contributingto WNV activity isdimate. Tothevector
mosquitoeswet and warmisgeneraly good. Wet - —
creates puddlesand putswater in the catch basins, Above: Chart of the Culex tarsalis population in
warm heatsthewater to quicken themosquitolife BC from 2005-07

cycle. Warm also playsto thelength of time the mosguito needsto develop thevirusinitssystem prior to
transmissibility (extringcincubation period). For themost part hotter equal sfaster and the average mosquito
only livessolong. Thenumber of sucksamosquito getsand “ suckers’ it findsbeforedyingimpactstherate
thediseaseamplifiesinanarea. Culex mosguitoesarealso multigenerational, and as such, their seasonal
populationsgrow exponentidly. Again, warmer isbetter, and partsof the Okanogan areaswarm asanywhere
inCanada. Scientigtsactudly chart seasond temperaturetrends(measured in degreedays) asarisk assessment
tool for WNv inagivenarea. TheBC Centrefor Disease Control chartsthisvariablefor the Regiona Health
Authoritiesto useinlocal risk reduction decision-making.

So, whereisit? Probably not asfar away aswethink and on some sub-clinical level may already be here,
building, planning. Will weexperiencea“perfect sorm” of wesether, birdsand timing to kick-start what ishere
sowenoticeit, or get what isclosedl theway? Diagnosisissurveillancedependent. IntheLower Mainland,

Continued on the next page...
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wewill likely find it first in acrow because corvidsexperienceup to
100% mortality in WNv endemic areas and we have alarge crow
population. Wewould haveto beblindto missit. Inthelnterior, it
will show up in mosguitoes because asthe saying goes*if acrow dies
inthewoodsisit really dead?’

Theproblemisdiagnosisissurveillance dependent. Look at it this
way, theright mosquito hasto bitetheright bird (plus, plus) then needs
to get caught in theright mosquito trap beforeit diesof old age. One
egg raft from onefed female mosquito contains 300 or soeggs. Ina
good pond or large puddle, one could find 100 to 1000 raftsor more.
Multiply that by....lots. Dothemath. Until themosquito populations
become polluted with WNV thereisagood chancewe' |l missthem
for awhile. We have about 150 trapsoperating on aweekly basisin
theProvince. Isthat agrain of sandon — -

Kitsbeach, or aneedleinahaystack in
Merritt? You decide. I'm sure WNv
will finditsway into BC sooner rather
than later, how much we feel it will
alwaysdepend on Mother Nature and

our use of good bug sprays.
Randy Heilbron
West Nile Coordinator
Fraser Health Authority

Mosquito charts compliments of BCCDC.
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TIM ROARK
President

Maple Ridge,

Tim Roark & Associates

Environmental Health Consultants

20898 Meadow Place

TellFax 604 467 4745
Email Tim.Roark@shaw.ca

BC V4R 2ZM8
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EPHW 2008 ROUND-UP

Park Royal Mall - North Vancouver (Jan 17/08)
Above: (L-R) Rod Schulter & Nader Massoud
Right: (L-R) Jennifer Flor & Isher Deol

alth Unit

s FHA - Burnaby He

Metrotown Mall - Burnaby (Jan 15/08)
Left: (L-R) Dawn Ng & Kim McLennan

|  Above: (L-R) Stephanie Szeto, Jamie Ferguson, &
Stephen Yeo
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Jonathan Choi is pictured
receiving the Canadian Ingtitute
of Public Hedlth Ingpectors, John
A. Stringer Award from
Lorraine Woolsey, Program
Head for Environmenta Hedtha
BCIT. The award was
presented at the February 214,
2008 Graduating Awards
Ceremony. Congratulations
Jonathan.

k-;.r'.‘"..‘t 'r.;i-i

Bob Scott celebrated his 90" birthday onApril 26, 2008. Happy Birthday Bob!
We wish you many moreto come. Editors, BC Page
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In Memoriam

Denis Schwinghamer

DenisPeter Schwinghamer wasbornApril 23, 1927 in Bruno, Saskatchewan and later attended
school in Yorkton. Hisfirst position asa Public Health Inspector wasin 1959 in Wynyard,
Saskatchewan where he worked until 1963/64. Denis saw a career opportunity with the
Department of National Health and Welfare and moved to Whitehorsein the Yukon where he
worked until 1966. Winterswerelong and coldinthe North and an opportunity drew Denisback
to bamy PrinceAlbert, Saskatchewan for the next threeyears. 1n 1969 Denismoved to Chilliwack
whereheworked until 1972 when hewas promoted to Senior EHO inthe Burnaby office. Denis
moved to Surrey and joined that dedicated group who commuted to work in Burnaby and
subsequently Vancouver each day for the next 10 years. 1n 1982 Denismoved to Prince Rupert
astheZoneDirector for the North West Zonefor thenext fiveyears. 1n 1987 Deniswas appointed
to theposition of Zone Director of the South Mainland Zonefor the Medical ServicesBranch; a
position heheld until hisretirement in 1989.

Denisdied on March 30, 2005 at the Surrey Memoria Hospital just 12 daysafter hisdear wife,
Louise, passed away. Denisissurvived by histwo daughters Linda Paulhas (Bob), Carol Hill
(Bruce) and grandchildren, TaraWalters(Gwil),
Kristy Paulhus, NicoleHill, Michael Hill and
great grandsonAdam Johnson. Denisand Louise
are both deeply missed by thefamily and many
friends. Afunerad masswasheldat &t. Mary’s
Catholic Churchin Chilliwack.

Information and photo kindly provided by
Mrs. LindaPaulhas.

Tim Roark,
Historian,
CIPHI

T Loping Memary of

Denis Peter Schwinghamer
Borm April 2, 1527
Hrunn, Saskufe e
Puassed vy on March 30, 2005

B.C.BRANCH C.I.PH.I. 17



B.C. Page Spring Edition 2008

InMemoriam

DonMarks

Donald Carson Marks CSl (C) started as a Public Health Inspector in Peace River and for
over 20 years worked with the South Central Health Unit in Kamloops. Beneath his gruff
exterior and demeanor Don was a consummate professional Sanitarian and was highly
regarded by co-workersand clientsalikefor hisattention to detail and fairness. Don mentored
many new and student PHIs over the years and alwaysimpressed the importance of detailed
observations, follow-up and enforcement only as necessary. Since his retirement in 1987
Don had lived quietly in Kamloops and enjoyed travel with his companion Joan.

Don Died on Saturday, March 8th 2008 at the Kamploops Hospice House. Don had beenin
failing health al winter and was predeceased by hiswife Sumi in 1993.

Information provided by
Ken Chrigtian.

Picture provided by
Tim Roark, Higtorian,
CIPHI
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BC Branch Executive 2007

www.ciphi.bc.ca

President ........ccoveveeveneneneeen, JaminaEgder  604-675-3810
Past President ..........ccocovvvenenenene Steve Chong 604-233-3172
VicePresident ........cccooeveeienienenens ShawnParhar  604-675-3824
Treasurer .......ccceeeeceeeeeneeneeeeees Kuljeet Chattha 604-233-3174
Recording Secretary ..........ccoeeeveeee. SoniaHundal 604-675-3832
Corresponding Secretary ... Gary Tam 604-233-3217

Councillors

BarbaraHaworth Shannon Roberts

Keir Cordner ShawnaBicknell

Jennifer Haten Ingo Frankfurt

Nigel Headley Ashleen Nadan

Paul Markey Trevor Getty
Board of Registration ............cccceeeee. David Butt 250-428-3605
REGISar ..o DebraLosito  604-543-0999
Corresponding Member B.O.C. ........Gord Stewart ~ 604-870-7932
WEDMASLES ... David Buitt 250-428-3605
BC Branch Address:

c/o JasminaEgeler,

1200 - 601 West Broadway
Vancouver, BCV5Z 4C2
FAX: 604-736-8651

.
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Editorial Team
Associate Editor: Associate Editor Editor:
TimRoark | sher Deal Alex Kwan
20889 Meadow Place Vancouver Coastal Health Authority  Fraser HealthAuthority
MapleRidge, BCV4R 2M8 5th Floor - 132 W. Esplanade 537 Carnarvon St.
Tim.Roark@shaw.ca N. Vancouver, BCV7M 1A2 New Westminster, BC V3L 1C2
isher.deol@vch.ca aex.kwan@fraserhedth.ca

Editorial Policy

The aobjective of this newsletter is to keep the members of the BC Branch and other colleagues
informed of local and national eventsthat are of interest and importance to them.

The views, comments, or positions within the contents of the BC Page are those of the Editorial Team
or the author and do not necessarily reflect those of either the BC Branch or the Canadian Institute of
Public Health Inspectors.

The Editorial team reservestheright to edit material submitted, solicited or unsolicited, for brevity,
clarity, and grammatical accuracy.

Advertising Policy

The BC Branch will accept advertising relating to health & environmental issues, products, and
services. Advertisements which the Editorial team concludes are contrary to good public health
practice, environmental protection goals, are offensive or not in good taste will not be accepted.

Advertising Rates
FULL PAGE.................. $75 per issue
HALF PAGE................. $50 per issue

QUARTER PAGE.......... $30 per issue
BUSINESS CARD......... $20 per issue

There is a 25% discount for acommitment of at least six consecutive issues. Changes can be madein
the ad format or content during this period. Ads should be camera-ready; any extra costs necessary to
prepare the ad material for publication may be charged to the advertiser.
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