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The BC Branch President’s Cup softball tournament was held at Wesburn Park in Burnaby
June 26. The Richmond team (pictured above) took the title. Additional photos from the
event are throughout this issue.

Back row (left to right) - Andy, Carrie Robb, Chris Miki, Brenda, Eric de Castro
Front row (left to right) - Kevin Westell, Steve Chong, Michael Dean, Albert Wong
Missing - Art Hamade
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BC Branch Update: August 2005

Although the BC Branch executive has not met for the last 2 beautiful summer months, members
have been hard at work. First of all | would like to make you aware of our redesigned website. This
siteis easy to navigate and will hopefully become a great resource to all of you. Please check out the
new site at www.ciphi.bc.caand feel free to provide feedback to your BC Branch executive.

The Branch hosted a softball competition for the Presidents cup in June with the hopes of thisfun
filled day becoming an annual event. EHO’s from Richmond, Vancouver, and Surrey participated.
After ahard fought game, Richmond players were honored as the recipients of the “Presidents Cup”.
Of course no social event would be complete without a great barbeque and some cold beverages!
Check out the photos on our website.

Considerable time and effort have been put into the BC Health Act Renewal Project. Gord Stewart
has provided great |eadership to complete thisimportant task. It isan important initiative to provide
critical input to define our role as Environmental Public Health Professionals and the committee
continues to meet with Ministry representatives to provide input into the process.

Our education committee is planning for our next education conference at Sun Peaks in 2006. If you
have any suggestions for topics and/or speakers please fedl free to contact the chair, Salima Kassam
(salima.kassam@vch.ca) or the co chair, Brent Zaharia (brent.zaharia@interiorhealth.ca). For those
of you attending Toronto’s Conference in September enjoy all the educational sessions.

In closing | would like to congratulate our President on becoming a proud father to a healthy baby
boy. All the Best Steve to you and your family!

Respectfully submitted,

oo g gere

Jasmina Egeler

BC Branch Vice President JB Laboratories Lid.
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TheHealthy Planning Seminars 2005

Purpose

The Healthy Planning Seminars are a joint event sponsored by the Planning Institute of British
Columbia (PIBC), local Health Authorities, the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM), and the
Ministry of Health (MoH), and supported by the CIPHI, BC Branch. The goal is to bring together
people in planning, health and local government to talk about what healthy planning means in their
communities. The seminars will focus on practical ways in which planners, health professionals and
other key stakeholders can work together to encourage the creation of healthier communities.

Background

The roots of planning in Canada are closely tied to public health and environmental conservation.
They date back to the early 1900s and the Commission on Conservation and the work of Charles
Hodgetts and Thomas Adams. Although a gulf has opened up between these fields in the
intervening years, links are starting to be re-established. In 2005, the Ministry of Health
identified Healthy Communities as a Core Public Health function for Health Authorities. In
January, PIBC was invited to participate in developing a framework for a new BC Healthy
Communities Coalition (HCC). Recognizing the impact planning has on health, attendees at the
March 2005 Obesity Forum sponsored by the BC Pediatric Society recommended that a Healthy
Planning Conference be held. Through the work of a committed group of planning and health
professionals, that idea has developed into the Healthy Planning Seminars.

Where and When

The Healthy Planning Seminars will be one day events held around BC, in each of the 5 Health
Authorities. Sessions are anticipated for Prince George, Kelowna, Victoria, Vancouver, Nanaimo
(or area), and Langley (to be confirmed). The seminars are planned to take place during the mid
to late fall of 2005 or mid-winter, 2006. The Kelowna session is the first to get off the ground
and is planned for October 20, 2005. An invitation to the Healthy Planning Seminars will be
extended at a pre-conference session of the Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) on
September 26, 2005 (“Health Promotion and Communities™).

Who Should Participate

The seminars are intended to bring together planners, public health and other health authority
staff, municipal staff and politicians, interested NGOs and community members. Branch members
who attend will be eligible to earn continuing education credits.

Seminar Format

The seminars will be full (or in some places, half) day events featuring keynote addresses, local
case studies, and workshops. Keynote speakers will be leaders in the health promotion and/or
planning fields who can demonstrate the critical connections between the two fields. Local case
studies will use real planning exercises to illustrate the links between health and planning and will
include using Health Impact Assessment tools to determine how effective the case studies were in
improving health. Each seminar will be tailored to the realities of the host community. All
participants will learn about some the latest research on the links between the built environment
and health.

More Information

Details about the Healthy Planning Seminars will be available from PIBC, UBCM and the local
Health Authorities. For more information, please contact Roger Parsonage (see page 2 for
contact information).
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2005 Branch Conference A Success

The 2005 B.C. Branch CIPHI Education Conference, held on March 15" and 16™ at the Hilton Vancouver
Metrotown Hotel in Burnaby, was by all accounts asuccess. The two-day packed agenda saw approximately
100 delegates per day, with the most out-of-town registrations at a B.C. Branch conference to date. This
year's collection of speakers ranged just as widely as their topics - from a professional football player to an
expert on tree fungus. The following is only short synapses of what was covered over the two-day event.

Day one kicked off with akeynote address by Dr. John Clague, professor and Canada Research Chair in
Natural Hazard Research at SFU. His presentation entitled “ Tsunami Warning: How Safe are We?’ provided
delegates with scientific background on tsunamis and the state of our current detection system. His
presentation prepared us for what many felt was the highlight of the conference, a heart wrenching personal
account from our very own Greg Baytalan, an EHO working in Kelowna who spent several weeks
volunteering in Thailand in the aftermath of last December’s tsunami disaster. Although sometimes
disturbing, the presentation was an eye opener that really reinforced the importance of basic sanitation
principles.

After such ariveting presentation, which most speakers would be wary to follow, successful Albertan
solicitor, Rob O’ Neill, of Ogilvie LLP, took up the challenge and entertained delegates with an amusing
presentation on his personal accounts and insights into prosecuting under Alberta’s Public Health Act. That
brings us to just before lunch, where an update on E.coli outbreaks this past year in BC, co-presented by Dr.
Gilbert, and EHO's Liz Nelson and Lis Vallaster, wet our appetites for a delicious hot lunch. After lunch, we
were further treated to presentations on Canada’'s Food I11ness Outbreak Response Protocoal, GIS, Tree
Fungus, and to end the day a presentation on Gl outbreaks relating to raw oysters consumption (in which
EHO delegates were tactful reminded on the importance of proper instructions on stool specimen collection).

Day two got the adrenaline going after a keynote address by retired BC Lions player, Jaime Taras. His
motivational talk on mastery will not be forgotten especially by those delegates involved in his interesting
demonstration of might and brawn. What followed were presentations on the topics of injury prevention,
Community Care and Assisted Living Act, role of EHO's in assisted living regulations, emerging infectious
health threats, bed bugs, and the new provincial Food and Meat Safety regulations. Also of interest, were
regional updates from Ann Thomas of Vancouver Island Authority, Igbal Kalsi of Northern Health Authority,
and a“special guest” for Vancouver Coastal Health —which we believed the aliens had abducted Domenic
Losito and replaced him with a supposed impersonator of Ron Burgundy.

Although the conference agenda was packed, the organizing committee strove to provide information of
interest to al delegates and the opportunity to connect with colleagues. We appreciate all your feedbacks, and
especially thank those who took the time to fill out the feedback forms. So, what’s next you may ask? Keep
your eyes open for updates on next year’s conference to be
held at Sun Peaks Resort. The 2006 BC Branch CIPHI
Education Conference Chair, Brent Zaharia and Co-chair,
Salima Kassam, would be happy to hear your thoughts!

Aceradited Lab - B, 1983

Drinking & Wastewater & Soil
Environmantal Monitoring
Full Chemistry & Microbiology Servicas

B.C. Branch C.I.P.H.I. 5
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2005 Branch Conference

% mﬁuﬁ

Photos clockwise from top: Pam Shaw
and Doug Glenn; Claudia Kurzac
enjoys coffee with Jennifer Flor; the
registration and exhibitors committee
of Jasmina Egeler, Joanne Lum,
Jennifer Montgomery and Patricia
Tymiak; more of the organizing
committee - Jasmina Egeler, Salima
Kassam, Roopy Khatkar and Joanne
Lum; delegates socialize at the pub
after the conference.

{
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B.C. ADDS 12 WATER SPECIALISTS TO
IMPROVE PROTECTION

The Government of BC is investing $1.2 million to hire 12 additional water specialists to focus
on groundwater and surface water protection in the Minister of Water, Land and Air.

“Our government is committed to protecting water from its source to the tap,” Bill Barisoff
said. “With these new specialists, together with our provincial drinking water officer and our 20
regional drinking water officers already in place, we’ll have staff in every region of the province
providing that source-to-tap protection.”

The positions, two ground water hydrologists, four groundwater protection officers, five drinking
water source protection specialists and one database administrator, will be located throughout the
Province. Communities getting the new positions include:

* Penticton and Prince George (ground water hydrologists).

* Nanaimo, Surrey, Kamloops, Nelson, Prince George and Victoria (groundwater officers and/

or drinking water source protection specialists).

* Victoria (database administrator).

Thel2 new water specialists will work closely with local government, health officials, water
suppliers and the well drilling industry to further protect and manage B.C.’s water supplies and
safety.

Among the responsibilities of the new specialists will be to assist with the implementation of
B.C.’s new groundwater protection regulations. Introduced last yeatr, the regulations are the first of
their kind in B.C, designed to protect the province’s groundwater supplies. About 750,000 British
Columbians get their drinking water from groundwater supplies.

“Every British Columbian needs and deserves access to
safe, clean and abundant water,” Barisoff said. “That’s why we
are investing $80 million in a new water and waste water I!h)‘.:t Y4 i,t t'lf E
infrastructure program. Since 2001, in partnership with the
federal and local governments, over $600 million has been REALTY LTD
invested in water-related projects.

“B.C.’s booming economy has meant that we can invest in
the province’s priorities, and clean water for communities will
always be among our highest priorities.” lim Wouolsey

Barisoff made the announcement in Kelowna during a
demonstration of a pilot project using global positioning systems col: (6041 TTB- 1875
to pinpoint locations of surface and groundwater sources and Fax: (i) 8754184
water treatment facilities. The information will be added to the '
provincial database so it is available to water suppliers, local
government and health officers to assist them in making water .
management decisions that are based on the latest science and Fa
information. lﬁ
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The
Vancouver
team (right)....

....and the
Fraser team

nu %Emwa Innovative

Distribution Box

« WIll evenly split effluant from 2 10 5 lines. d
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* Comsion resistant materials.
* Bubbla level built in for easy adjustments and maintenance.
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removable fiter in & fikar.
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PUMPING SYSTEMS
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, = BESEssafias
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EDITORS & PUBLISHERSOF THE BC PAGE

Tim Roark, 1% Editor & Publisher Summer 1978 Fall 1979

Len Hiebert, Editor & PublisherTim Roark, Contributing Editor

Spring 1980 Winter 1988

Ann Thomas, Editor & PublisherTim Roark, Associate Editor Spring 1989
Summer 1990

Ann Thomas, EditorTim Roark, Associate EditorKirk Stone, Publisher

Fall 1990 Winter 1992

Ann Thomas, EditorTim Roark, Associate EditorLynne Brewer, Publisher
Spring 1993 Winter 1998

Debra L osito, Interim EditorTim Roark, Associate EditorLynne Brewer, Publisher
Spring 1999 Winter 1999

David Fishwick, Editor Tim Roark, Associate Editor Spring 2000
Winter 2000

Roger Parsonage, EditorTim Roark, Associate Editor Spring 2002
Winter 2003

Roger Parsonage, EditorTim Roark, Associate Editor Spring 2003

18 Electronic Version Winter 2004

Roger Parsonage, EditorTim Roark, Associate EditorAlex Law, Associate Editor
Spring 2005 Winter 2005

Alex Law, EditorTim Roark, Associate Editor Spring 2006

NOTE: No issues of the BC Page
were produced in 2001

...................
L X

The Richmond team still
celebrating (above); Julie
Lee, Joanne Lum and Tara
Hluchy operated the BBQ'’s.

B.C. Branch C.I.P.H.I. 9



B.C. Page Summer Edition 2005

ANNOUNCING

B.C.'s firsi Emergency Hesponse Field Monual for wse by PHI's, EHOYs,
MH(s and other environmental health specinlists and practitioners is resdy
to go to print immediately. The manual is intended to supplement existing
emergency plans and contains the most essentinl information  that
environmental healih sialT will need in time of an emergency or disaster,

The projected cost is currently $35.00 each including taxes, kandling and
postage. You will be advised of any changes before you receive vour order.
Do not send payment at this time.

To arder your copy contact Tim Roark ai: Tim.Roarki@shaw.ca

Please include the following contact information: Number of manuaals being
ordered; your name; address; email address; phone # and name of employer.,

The deadline for orders is
September 20",

ﬂg'ﬂ"
Don’t miss out, wﬂf

Be prepared. LW

Order now! 2
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Ground Water Protection Regulation - Phase 1

Protecting the Ground Water Resour ces of British Columbia

By David Icharia, Communication & Project Manager

On July 7, 2004, in Chilliwack, the Honourable Bill Barisoff, Minister of Water, Land and Air Protection publicly
announced that the government has enacted the Ground Water Protection Regulation (GWPR). The GWPR is designed
to protect British Columbia’s valuable ground water resource.

The GWPR deals with aspects of well construction that significantly enhance ground water protection — i.e., installing
effective surface seals around wells, securely capping and floodproofing wells, and permanently closing unused wellsto
protect ground water quality. The GWPR also establishes the qualifications for well drillers and well pump installers and
provides for a provincia registry of those possessing the qualifications.

Several sections of new GWPR and amendments to Water Act comeinto force Nov. 1, 2004. Theremaining
amendmentsin the Act will comeinto forcein Nov 1, 2005.

New Ground Water Provisionsin the Water Act

e Part 4 ~ Water Management Plans

*  Part 5~ Wells and Ground Water Protection

e Water Act provisions come into force November 1, 2004

*  GWPR Regulations come into force in 3 phases, commencing November 1, 2004

Sructure of the Phase 1 Regulation
The GWPR is comprised of two main parts:
Part 1
*  Qualifications and registration of well drillers and well pump installers.
Part 2
*  Well identification
»  Standardsfor well construction, maintenance, and closure:
o Surface sealing of well casing
o Closing or deactivating awell
o Well caps and covers
o Floodproofing community wells
0 Protection of the wellhead
*  Appendix A - “Minimum rules’ in the Code of Practice.

GWPR Appliesto Several Well Types

Water supply wells — (a) domestic, and (b) non-domestic (e.g., irrigation, open-loop geothermal wells)

Monitoring wells

Recharge / injection wells

Dewatering / drainage wells

Remediation wells

Geotechnical wells (including boreholes, closed-loop geothermal wells)
Note: Wells regulated under other provincial statutes (e.g., oil and gas wells, coal bed methane
extraction wells) are exempt from the GWPR.

Qualifications of Well Drillersand

Well Pump Installers

Recognize ITA and CGWA certification.

Qualified well drillers & well pump installers to register with Province, beginning Nov. 1, 2004.
Grand-parenting provision (available until Nov., 2006).

Surface Sealing of Well Casings
B All new permanent wells to have surface seals (beginning Nov., 2005).
B Well owner must maintain surface seals.

B.C. Branch C.I.P.H.I. 11
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Well I dentification
B Province supplies well identification plates.
B Drillersto attach identification plates to new water supply wells.
B All existing community wells to be tagged by Nov., 2006.

Floodproofing Community Wells

B New community wells to be floodproofed to prevent direct entry of floodwaters.
B WLAP Engineers may require floodproofing for existing community wells.

We would like to acknowledge the following people as sources of information for this article:

Mike Wei, P. Eng. S. Groundwater Hydrologist Water Protection Section Water, Air and Climate Change Branch
Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection
-
The new provisions:
B Specify qualification requirements for well drillers & well pump installers,
B Set standards for constructing, maintaining & closing wells, and for protecting well heads, and
B Providefor legally binding water management plans to address water quality and quantity issues.

Implications and benefitsto local government:

Performance standards for well drillers & well pump installers ~ level playing field
Improved integrity and safety of wells

Reduced risk of degradation of water quality

Clarifies responsibility of well owners

Improved public health and safety

Minor increases in well construction & maintenance costs

Issues/ Challenges

B Over 750,000 persons in BC use ground water for drinking water.
B There are more than 100,000 water supply wells; 3000 new wells are drilled annually.
B Historical lack of enforceable well construction and well closure standards
B hundreds of wells may be abandoned yearly (e.g., replaced with hook-up to municipal water
system) but few are properly closed
B Three-quarters of the ground water extracted annually is used to support the economy (e.g.,
processing, agriculture).
One-third of aquifers are highly vulnerable to contamination.
Quantity and quality problems are occurring in some aquifers.
Inadequate local government authority to deal with groundwater, especially quantity conflicts/
concerns.

Ground Water Protection Regulation

Emphasis on:
B Prevention / risk-based
B Industry-led certification process
B Greater role for qualified professionals

3 Phases:
B Phases1 & 2 ~Well Standards & Reports
B Phase 3 ~ Aquifer Protection
B regulations related to implementing water management plans
B quality, quantity, and use; drilling authorizationsin critical areas

12 B.C. Branch C.I.P.H.I.
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Effective Dates — Phase 1

November 1, 2004:

B \Water Act — 2001 amendments adding new provisions for water management planning and ground
water protection
B GWPR:
Part 1 of the GWPR (registration of qualified well drillers and well pump installers)

November 1, 2005:
B GWPR:

B Part 2 of the GWPR (well standards)

B Drinking Water Protection Regulation

B Amendment harmonizing the well flood proofing requirement in the DWPR with that in the
GWPR

Keysto Success

B Flexible, outcome-based regulation, developed with strong industry input
Work with BCGWA and industry to implement on the ground
B Maximize compliance with complementary non-regulatory tools

(e.g., industry training, public education and awareness, aquifer characterization, ambient ground water
monitoring)

Roller Skiing Across Canada With
Alex Nilsson

The country of Canadais approximately 7,500 km from coast to coast (in astraight line). Starting June
25th, 2005, Alex Nilsson of Creston, B.C., Canada, will be beginning a cross-country odyssey to roller
ski across the entire country of Canada from west coast to east coast. Starting in Victoria, British
Columbia, Alex is planning to complete the entire trek across the country in approximately 8 weeks.
Alex, now 70, is aformer Public Health Inspector in the Kootenays.

The purpose of thisjourney is not only one of personal fulfillment but to help raise awareness for
Diabetes Education. Diabetes is a serious disease which affects millions of people on a daily and ongoing
basis. You can read more about hisjourney, view photos and check his progress at the trip website:

http://www.fitstep.com/ski-site/index.html

Photos: Alex was greated by a number of Health Unit staff when he passed through Cranbrook in July.

B.C. Branch C.I.P.H.I. 13
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NPS WASTEWATER SYSTEMS LIMITED

Lnit #3 1974 Spicer Rd., Morth Vancouver BC, Canada VTH 142
Tel: (604) 924-1085 Fax: (604) 524-1785 Toll Free 877-712-2233

NPS manufactures the system and provides the service that will
solve your wasiawsler reatmant requirements. For over fwenly years
our research and development has bean the base for our products

and their parformanca.
el CLEARSTREAM
= T -Single home wastewater systemns from 400 to

1200 igpd. MSF approved and very high guality
affluant. Grawity or pressura discharge

-Fibarglass and plastic constructon that is
rugged and dependable,

Lowy power consumplion and maintenance
Simple imstallabon and connachon.

BATCH-TREAT SYSTEMS i Iﬁ
-MPS developed batch treatment systems are

sized from 400 to 10,000 gpd. These systems are || J

manufaciured in fiberglass, steel, and fiberglass for ]

cancrate tank arrangameants, |_

arranged i many configurations. The NPS electrical 3
syshem manitons and controls the process, .HL ’U‘-{
“Qiuiet, odor free and very low sludge build-ug

-The systems are unitized, porable, and can be _ﬁ“ ‘% —— = L

WASTEWATER STORAGE TANKS

-Fiberglass underground storage tanks from 2,000 to
10,000 galbons. Burialto 7 feet to the top of the tank.

-Aerated waslewater hoiding tanks use lhe NPS
sergtonfsolids breskdown system for efficient odor
control, and minimize impact on disposal facilikes. The
control panel provides adjustable agralion liming and

mon#ors system oparation
BIOROTOR ROTATING BIOLOGICAL CONTACTORS
-RBC systems from 3,000 to 50,000 | 5
gpd. MFS designed media and seration B =
systems reduce odar, studge, and annual I 0T T L I .
sludge pump-out requinaments R e _| i :
-Low power consumption and noisa | | J
tdeal for large fiows and developments | i i L |
-Many configurations to reduce ¥ ekl -I Al i 2
instzllaton and operating costs. E 1
INTERNET NPS EMAIL
Wi, ApSwastewater.com St info@npswastewater.com
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