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Lydia MaNational Collaborating Centre for Environmental

QIwWhere have you worked and what roles have you been in throughout your career?

Al: 1 came into my current role as Manager of the NCCEH in 2014 while wearing (still) atacademic
appointment in the UBC School of Population and Public Health. This explains in part whyntactually
even more individual Meeting | Ds. Triagin m

Q2: What environmental public health background/educs
have?

My education background is a mix of both research, occupati
health. | earned my PhD from UBC in research pathology, the
Science in Occupational and Environmental Hygiene, also at
and poedoctoral training were invaluable, my desire to be mort
health sciences steered me toward the latter.

| did some consulting work prior to returning to academia to ¢
Continuing Education prograrmianteel tSehool of Occupational
ronment al Hygiene in the | a
I nspector colleagues in the
pational health and safety professionals together with enviror
ers.
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Lydia Ma&NCCEH continued . . .

| continue to manage-d®wral€bntinuing Education program after joining the NCCEH in 2014. That we
more immersed in environmental public health and got to know many EPH colleagues from all acros:

Q3: How do you see the differences and similarities in occupational health and environmental healtf
A3l see them as complementary and both are critically important toward maintaining, promoting and
uals and populations when exposed to physical, chemical, and biological and microbiologicat, psych
sent in the environment, be it the home, in public, or the workplace. Together these two disaplines h
diesthriveadflourish

| often use my training in occupational and environmental hygiene, a discipline anatipatidaroecatine
tion, evaluation, andwaomjrepproaching environmental public health issues.

Q4: What is one of the most memorable moments or situations in your career?

A4:CIPHI colleagues who attended CIPHI AEC 2019 will remember that to be one of the more unfor:
ence held in Halifax coincided with Hurricane Dora making landfall. Thankful for a safe amawvall-after s
ling, | arrived at the conference hotel with no power which meant no light, no hot water, novaeals. | r
bar (not the edible kind!) with many colleagues in the hotel lobby. Many of us needed to emange up o
rable to set up our exhibit booths in candlelight.

Still without power to start our day but glad there was natural daylight in the ballroom, thaagpening ke
without electricity which also meant no Powerpoint presentations and no food service. Thaalés to the
our organizing hosts, we were able to get the sessions underway. Thankfatiyrrpogand #ser estoasaiien
of the conference was a success.

Q5: How does your role, with NCCEH, help environmental public health professionals and the like?
A5:Since our inception in 2005 aft&ARSpXIsestablishment of the Public Health Agency of Canada, w
work with our core mandate which is to cetiduen évidetedge synthesis and translation, identify practic
search gaps, and to mobilize knowledge for environmental healtmaieatitidersarichpelioywork toware
buil ding capacity in Canadads public heandt h ¢
policynakers.

The NCCs of Public Health* stepped up to the challenge o ihecanivaDEDSARSBg with the other N(
NCCEH immediately went irdopgoitoCtEaNd Desponse and recovery through our evidence synthesis an
work, and bridging gaps between evidence, pol
informed resources and translation serviced 9 mtide@@\dinlved, we were able to stay on task 0. Ou
networks across systems, sectors and jurisdictions were further fostered when collaborationseare urg
pandemic. We feel that our KT work, experiences and key learnings can be leveraged for future crise

[*Other NCCs of PublitlE€atthDeterminants of IMggaltbf Infectious DisH&fe®f Indigenous, NExTifof
Healthy Public POICEZ of Methods anfl Tools

Q6: What do you see as the biggest challenge being faced in the world of Environmental Public Hee

A6:No crystal ball is needed to know that we are facing aelatdtlpnuielejiwtal climate change that drive
extreme weather related disasters, a global pandemic, antimicrobial resistance, opioid crisesélcohol
health and addictions, food/water safety and security, chronic ds&teases) aatlatierabingssues such as
health inequity, environmental racism, and more. All of these impact our society at both an individual
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https://nccdh.ca/
https://nccid.ca/
https://www.nccih.ca/
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Lydia Ma&NCCEH continued . . .

As their environmental public health practice scope has already been evidently expanded thpohgh this
lic health professionals will likely need to utilize all the tools in their toolkit and perh&psvtvbgeriteem di
ones to put into it. EPHPs could be-gediphi@anyudtifort in restoring institutional trust, and tneypaditsupp
ipete insettingupearly dert framenarks (eg, far dseese auttreds) adtoimovate nevways to adty ess emergng issLes.
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https://ncceh.ca/environmental-health-in-canada/health-agency-projects/floods-prevention-preparedness-response-and
https://ncceh.ca/environmental-health-in-canada/health-agency-projects/floods-prevention-preparedness-response-and
https://ncceh.ca/videos/finding-safe-drinking-water-emergency
https://ncceh.ca/videos/finding-safe-drinking-water-emergency
https://ncceh.ca/courses/mould-investigation-online-course-public-health-professionals
https://ncceh.ca/courses/mould-investigation-online-course-public-health-professionals
https://e.cnie-rcie.ca/awards/past-award-recipients/
https://ncceh.ca/documents/guide/flood-zones-are-danger-zones-be-aware-risks
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Mould Investigation
An online course for public health professionals
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- Course registration:
https://ncceh.ca/courses/mould-investigation- &
. online-course-public-health-professionals
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Want to see your voice on these pages”?

The BC Page team is seeking an Assistant Editor.

Reach out to Stacey Sowa at bcpageeditor@ciphi.bc.ca for more info!



https://ncceh.ca/hbe-forum
https://ncceh.ca/courses/mould-investigation-online-course-public-health-professionals
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What can a role with the BC Branch Executive offe

Find out more by contacting president@ciphi.bc.ca or one of the existing executive members listed on

[\



