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Richard Taki started his career in Environmental Public Health
in October of 1987 in Alberta. After a stint in AB, Richard
moved to Vancouver to further his career on the west coast.
Richard had a great deal of success as he moved into a Supervi-
sor position by 1996. After 17 years as a Supervisor, he contin-
ued to climb the ladder. He was Manager from 2003-2008, a Re-
gional Director from 2008-2010, and finally, Executive Director
from 2010—2023. Richard has always been known for support- 6| (2 w0 wAOKI NRX D2 NR {
ing his VCH team and promoting the work

that Environmental Public Health profes-

sionals do. Richard celebrated his last day in the office with a Retirement Tea with
colleagues in November 2022. A larger celebration was held in February 2023 with
colleagues and family. Please see the memo from Dr. Patricia Daly on Page 12 to

read more about Richard and his career.
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BC Branch Update

Meet your President:- Valerie Jackson

Valerie started her started her post-secondary education at the
University of Winnipeg with a degree in Bio-Anthropology. After
graduating and working in the research field she decided to fol-
low her passion for public health and obtained her Bachelor of
Environmental Public Health at Concordia University of Ed-
monton and became a CIPHI certified Public Health Inspector.
She has completed the Infection Prevention and Control course
from Queens University and plans to sit her IPAC exam this
year. Valerie moved to beautiful BC and began working as an
Environmental Public Health Officer (EHO) with first Nations
Health Authority in Aug 2021. She is grateful to live, work, and
play in the traditional territory of the Syilx and Okanagan na-
tions in beautiful West Kelowna. She previously lived in Manito-
ba where she worked with Indigenous Services Canada as an
EPHO in remote, Northern and rural Manitoba First Na-

tions. Valerie sat as President elect and did a brief stint as presi-
dent for the Manitoba CIPHI branch. She has been an active CIPHI volunteer since 2018 and is involved
with the National advocacy and policy committees.

Valerie loves the outdoors and enjoys hiking, yoga, and spending time with her family, friends, and 3
dogs (she is told she is not allowed any more). Valerie is passionate about health equity, food security,
and public health in general. She is excited to be part of the BC/Yukon team and looks forward to work-
ing with the wonderful executive here!

Hello Spring

Soon we will be warming up to sunnier days and warmer weather. This year has been flying by! First off,
we want to send our appreciation and gratitude to all of our members here in BC! Thank you for every-
thing you do.

As Environmental Public Health Officers (EHOs) we have many different program areas to manage, and
it can be easy to forget about self-care and wellness. In professions like ours we focus so much on others
health, that ours sometimes takes a backseat, so here’s a reminder to take some time, breath, and care
for yourself as welll I am very grateful to be in the position of president for CIPHI BC/Yukon and look
forward to serving the Executive the best I can. Our branch has many dedicated members, and it excit-
ing to see the direction we as CIPHI are heading in. I look forward to the benefits we will see from all the
hard work that is done.

We have a very dedicated hard-working team on our BC/Yukon Branch executive and would love to
welcome new members to volunteer.

We currently have 3 councillor positions open, and the role of president-elect for anyone that may be
interested in joining this great team and getting involved with CIPHLI. If you or anyone you know is in-
terested, please reach out to me.

Advocacy Update

I hope everyone saw the wonderful campaign that CIPHI and Be the Change Group put on last year! We
were able to get some billboards up in the Vancouver and Kelowna areas and hope we were able to help
bring some awareness to the wonderful work our profession does. Here is an example of the media im-
ages we now have access to from that campaign.
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BC Branch Update continued. ...
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Keep an eye out for some new developments on the advocacy front as 2023 will be focussing on explor-
ing recruitment strategies.

The next chapter...

The main focus of CIPHI advocacy for 2023 will be;
« Partnering with schools to promote EPH programs, Career fairs
« Support EPH students
« Provide content in both official languages
o Information for Employers
« Recruitment Campaign

It is very exciting to see our profession get more recognition and understanding. Keep an eye out for the
wonderful work CIPHI Advocacy has been doing and get involved if you can; share materials and help
spread the word.



BC Branch News

Gord Stewart presents Tim Roark with the 50 Year Membership Award in August 2022. Tim Roark is
a household name if your on the up-and-up with CIPHI. Tim has been a dedicated member of CIPHI
participating in the BC Branch Executive, the National Executive, the Retirees Advisory Committee,
and so much more. We can't forget that Tim is also our Branch Historian and he has dug up, re-
tained, and shared CIPHI's rich history on countless occasions through our BC Page and in so many
other ways. Congratulations, Tim. Cheers to many more years!

Keep up to date on the latest news at the BC Did you know the BC Branch is on
Branch website: Facebook and Twitter?
Click on the icon to find

the BC Branch on Face-
book and Like them .

www.ciphi.bc.ca

The page also contains information on membership,
conferences, career opportunities, documents, and
much more. Check it out regularly.

Click on the icon and
Follow the BC Branch on
| Twitter.



http://www.ciphi.bc.ca/
https://twitter.com/ciphi_bc
https://www.facebook.com/login.php?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F357333214319958%2F

News from VCH

Steve Chong was announced as VCH's Executive Direc-
tor role in early January. Please see Dr. Patricia Daly’s
announcement below.

Congrats Steve!

January 13, 2023

[ am extremely pleased to announce that we have completed the recruitment process for the Executive
Director, Health Protection, and Steve Chong is the successful candidate. With Richard Taki's recent re-
tirement, Steve will assume the position this month. The regional Health Protection program includes
the following teams: Environmental Health, Community Care Facilities Licensing, Tobacco and Vapour
Control, Environments and Climate Change and Communicable Disease Control (enterics and vector-
borne).

Steve has 30 years experience in environmental health, all with Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH). Most
recently he has been the Regional Director of Environmental Health, working out of our Vancouver
office and with responsibility for Environmental Health across the region. Altogether he has 17 years of
leadership experience on the Health Protection team as a Manager and Director, and has the distinction
of managing teams in all VCH Communities of Care. Steve has a Bachelor of Business Administration
from Simon Fraser University and an Environmental Health Diploma of Technology (with Honours)
from the BC Institute of Technology.

In his career to date and in particular in his previous leadership positions, Steve has been integral to the
success and evolution of the Health Protection program across VCH, which is one of the finest in the
country. His work has included implementation of the Hedgehog.net information system, development
of regional workflows, and a consistent focus on quality indicators and outcomes. Steve is deeply com-
mitted to the well-being and ongoing professional development of Health Protection staff.

Steve has also been a highly valued member of the Senior Leadership Team in the Office of the Chief
Medical Health Officer, and I am very pleased this will continue. In addition to providing important
leadership in our public health response to COVID-19, I have always appreciated Steve’s calm, wise coun-
sel on public health issues, and his ability to communicate in an extremely cogent and clear manner.

With Steve moving into the Executive Director position, he will now commence recruitment of his re-
placement in the role of Regional Director of Environmental Health.

Please join me in congratulating Steve on his new role!

Dr. Patricia Daly, Vice-President Public Health & Chief Medical Health Officer, Vancouver Coastal Health
p



BCIT Environmental Public Health Program Marketing Survey

Vanessa Karakilic, Assistant Instructor, BCIT Environmental Public Health Program

As part of our ongoing effort to help new individuals in finding out about our program and profession, a
marketing survey was recently sent to current students as well as graduates from the past 3 years to de-
termine various ways students heard about the program. Out of approximately 100 eligible students and
graduates, 36 responded to the survey. One of the questions asked those surveyed about how they
learned about the program (as shown in Figure 1). What was interesting, was that 30.6% of respondents
learned about the program from friends or family. Comments indicated that many of these were EHO's
or those who directly knew an EHO. In addition, 13.9 % heard of the program directly from EHO's in the
field. We have heard many stories from students who entered the program because they were inspired
by an EHO while working at a restaurant or swimming pool during inspections. Thank you very much
for promoting the program and please know that your efforts are much appreciated and needed.

If you know of anyone interested in the field of Environmental Public Health and the program at BCIT
please feel free to refer them to Dale Chen, Program Head (dale_chen@bcit.ca) or to the BCIT Environ-
mental Public Health website (below). We offer onsite tours, meet the staff/attend a class, online and in-
person information sessions (for e.g. in-person BCIT Big Info Sessions occur twice annually and on-line
sessions are posted on the program’s website).

If you have any suggestions on program promotion, please email dale_chen@bcit.ca.
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@ Friends and Family
@ EHOs in the field
Online Searches
@ BCIT Website
@ BCIT Big Info Night
@ BCIT info Session
® Social Media
@ Other BCIT Advertising/Marketing
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BCIT Environmental Public Health Program website:

https://www.bcit.ca/programs/environmental-public-

health-bachelor-of-environmental-public-health-full-time

-8520benvh/

BCI BRITISH COLUMBIA
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
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News from CoPE

The CoPE crew got together for their face-to-face meeting in Victoria, BC on March 10th and 11th. (L to R)
Karen Edgar (NS/PEI Rep), Khatija Essaji (NL Rep), Jennifer Guth (AB/NWT/NU Rep), Cameron Weighill
(Chair), Jessica Crawley (NB/QC Rep), Karen Hann ( Vice-Chair), Wendy Pons (ON Rep), (Back) Garth
Gosselin (National Rep), Debbie Hylton (ON Rep), (Back) Waheed Mehmood (SK Rep), (Front) Stacey Sowa
(BC/YU Rep).

YOU KNOW WHAT

REALLY GRINDS MY
GEARS...

“How every personal services facility operator reports they
are cleaner, safer, and better than any operator they know..."

Please submit your “heard it a thousand time before one-liners” that you hear in the field over and over and your
EPHP pet peeves to bcpageeditor@ciphi.bc.ca. Let’s all share in the hilariously annoying joys of our environ-
mental public health experiences.
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